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conserving, enhancing and promoting
Winnebago County’s natural heritage
for the environmental, educational
and recreational benefit of present
and future generations.

board of
commissioners

Jeff Tilly
President

Mike Eickman
Vice President

Gloria Lind
Secretary

Steve Chapman
Treasurer

Cheryl Maggio
Assistant Treasurer

Judith Barnard

Jerry Paulson

Emily Porter

Chicago garter snake
(Thamnophis sirtalis
semifasciatus) >

table of contents

OutintheField.................................. 1
Staff Feature..........coooovvevieiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn 2
Featured Programs..................cccoeunnnn. 3
Play the Preserves.............................. 4
Special Events............ccccooiiiiiiiin 4
Partner Programs........................oooe.. 5
out in the field

Golf Capital Improvements

Several capital improvements have
been completed at FPWC's three golf
courses this season—and more are in
the works! Here are a few highlights:

The Macktown Golf
Course golf cart
fleet was replaced
earlier this year.

Exterior renovations
to the Macktown
clubhouse were
completed in April.

A new irrigation
pump station was
installed at Ledges
Golf Course.

Renovations to the Atwood Homestead
Golf Course driving range tee box are
also planned for this summer.

Front Cover: Prothonotary warbler (Protonotaria citrea) by Paul Lindquist
Back Cover: Painted turtles (Chrysemys picta) by Pam Schultz

UPPER LEFT: Tree swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) by Zach Shipp



Here’s to Twelve Years:
Farewell to FPWC

by Mike Holan
Forest Preserves of Winnebago County
Executive Director

ome of the state’s finest woodlands,

wetlands and prairies are distributed
throughout lllinois’ national and state
parks, conservation areas and forest
preserves. For the past 12 years | have
had the fortunate opportunity to be
the Executive Director for the Forest
Preserves of Winnebago County and
| feel we have some of the best forest
preserves in the state of lllinois.

Our shelters and campgrounds are
clean and well maintained, our natural
areas are diverse and inhabited by an
abundance of native flora and fauna.
Our golf courses are well manicured
and the best in the stateline, and our
customer service and social media
presence are second to none. This is all
due to a team of very knowledgeable
and hard-working staff who have a
passion for the outdoors and are
dedicated to providing a clean and
safe place for the public to enjoy their
time in the forest preserves whether
that be for a picnic, hiking, fishing,
taking photographs, camping, playing a
round of golf or just enjoying the great
outdoors.

The Forest Preserves of Winnebago
County's Board of Commissioners is
elected specifically to have oversight
of this agency which means they are
focused on what is in the best interest

for the forest preserves and the
environmental integrity of Winnebago
County while still being dedicated to
providing the taxpayers with the best
open space for passive recreational
opportunities.

| am retiring but grateful and proud to
have been the Executive Director for
the Forest Preserves of Winnebago
County over the past 12 years. | will
miss working with this wonderful team
of experts. | wish all of the staff, the
Board of Commissioners and the Forest
Preserves of Winnebago County the
best of luck moving into the future.




featured programs

Moth Night
Friday, July 11 | 8:30 p.m.
Hononegah Forest Preserves, Rockton

p( os Experience the wonderful world of moths and
?i& e e nocturnal insects with FPWC Natural Resources
X . Technician Sandra. This is a family friend event!

Check our website for more dates in this series!

Polyphemus moth
(Antheraea polyphemus) a

R.E.A.P. Volunteer Day Wild columbine (Aquilegia canadensis) »
Saturday, July 12 | 9:00 a.m.
Cedar Cliff Forest Preserves, Stillman Valley

Help us collect native seeds while receiving hands-on
ecological restoration training! No experience necessary.

R.E.A.P stands for Restoration. Education. Appreciation. Preservation.

This is @ 815 Day Scavenger Hunt

nt!
family-friendly eve Friday, August 15 | 8:15a.m.
Headquarters Forest Preserves, Rockford

DAY

Celebrate 815 Day with the Forest Preserves of Winnebago County!

Complete a nature-themed scavenger hunt for a prize!

« Dickcissel (Spiza americana) by Paul Lindquist Bat Hlke
Friday, August 22 | 7:30 p.m.
Blackhawk Springs Forest Preserves, Cherry Valley

Learn about native bat species, the challenges they face
and how our volunteers track them with sound-monitoring
% techniques. Then we'll break out the “batpack” and hike the

~a trails in search of bats! This is a family-friendly event!

Guided Hike - Roland Olson Forest Preserve
Wednesday, September 24 | 5:30 p.m.
Roland Olson Forest Preserves, Roscoe

Explore restored prairie, upland wood, and remnant
pine plantation habitats during this guided hike!
This is a family-friendly event!

For a complete list of programs,
visit www.WinnebagoForest.org/Events.

Great blue heron
(Ardea herodias)



https://www.winnebagoforest.org/events

play the preserves

THE WINNEBAGO COUNTY
AMATEUR GOLF TOURNAMENT

Macktown Golf Course
2221 Freeport Rd, Rockton, IL 61072

This 36-hole flighted event offers a unique
and enjoyable format! Participants remain
in the same group through both rounds,
resulting in one of the largest tournament
fields in the region.

DIVISIONS
Open: $85.00 | Women's: $75.00 | Senior Men’s*: $75.00

Gross & net divisions (net divisions must have certified handicap)

Registration closes July 2, 2025.
Register online at PlayThePreserves.com.

v Bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus)

Walk-Up Fishing Clinics

with lllinois Department of Natural Resources
Wednesday, July 16 | 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Wednesday, August 6 | 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Four Lakes Forest Preserves, Pecatonica

Learn new skills and refresh old ones at a Walk-Up
Fishing Clinic hosted by the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources Urban and Community Fishing Program! This is a
great opportunity for kids and adults alike!

Iltinois Extension Invasive & Nuisance Plants in the Forest
landscape: Fall Edition with Illinois-Extension
Wednesday, September 10 | 5:30 p.m.
Blackhawk Springs Forest Preserves, Cherry Valley
Join lllinois Extension Educator Jay Solomon and FPWC
Natural Resources Director Mike Brien for an engaging

walking discussion to learn why managing invasives
matters and how to do it effectively.

™ & Tiger swallowtail butterfly (Papilio glaucus) by Pam Schult
p iger swallowtail butterfly (Papilio glaucus) by Pam Schultz page 4


https://www.playthepreserves.com/
https://www.winnebagoforest.org/events
https://www.ifishillinois.org/programs/Urban_Fishing.html
https://extension.illinois.edu/

partner programs

Backpacking With Burpee

Aquatic Biology -
Seward Bluffs Forest Preserve
Monday, July 7

Insects - Cedar Cliff Forest Preserve
Saturday, August 2

Environmental Art -
Blackhawk Springs Forest Preserve
Saturday, September 6

Klehm Arboretum &
Botanic Garden

Rooted in Rockford:

Art and Tree Science Exhibit at
Klehm Arboretum & Botanic Garden
June 7, 2025-May 20, 2026

Woodsong Summer Concert Series
Sunday, July 13
Sunday, July 27
Sunday, August 10
Sunday, August 24
Sunday, September 7

< Red admiral butterfly (Vanessa atalanta)

Walk With U

Headquarters Forest Preserve
Saturday, July 12

1

Blackhawk Springs Forest Preserve
Saturday, August 2

Hononegah Forest Preserve
Saturday, September 20

ACK |

ACKING '
page 5

.

<« Purple coneflower (Echinacea purpurea)

@Moonlit Meadow

Macktown Living History

Ice Cream Social
Sunday, July 13

Chores in the 1840s
Sunday, August 10

Archaeology
Sunday, September 14

Natural Land Institute

Wine & Brew at the Wetland 2025
Saturday, July 12

Fall Prairie Harvest Day 2025
Saturday, September 27

- NATURAL LAND
Klehm INSTITUTE m


https://klehm.org/
https://burpee.org/
https://rockford.medicine.uic.edu/depts/academic-clinical/family-medicine/community-engagement/walk-with-u-events/
https://www.macktownlivinghistory.org/
https://www.naturalland.org/

explore your preserves

e
v® o
-

discover the nature of life
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Eastern bumblebee and prairie clover by Mike Holan

&_
11,639 acres * 100+ miles of hiking trails * 3 campgroundsss 3?0 Qﬂssﬁ‘
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e ...endless possibilities

- contact us

ph: (815) 877-6100
e: FPWC@WinnebagoForest.org
www.WinnebagoForest.org

5500 Northrock Drive
Rockford, IL 61103

Go.WinnebagoForest.org/Preserves
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http://Go.WinnebagoForest.org/Preserves
http://Go.WinnebagoForest.org/Preserves
mailto:FPWC%40WinnebagoForest.org?subject=
http://www.WinnebagoForest.org
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